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Introduction 

 Community outreach is the effort an individual, organization, or group takes in order to connect its ideas and 

plans with local businesses, groups, organizations, and residents. The goal is to educate the community about certain 

issues in order to gain acceptance, support, and input from the community. A major part of the community outreach 

ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ .ȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴ 

organization will have an easier time connecting with the local businesses and residents and gaining their support. 

 The purpose of the OARC community outreach is to inform residents about the greening of their community and 

gather their input and support. The goal is to make Northwest Philadelphia a sustainable community where residents 

can raise their families, operate a business, educate their children, spend their leisure time, and enjoy arts and cultural 

activities. This would be an almost impossible goal without the support and input of the residents who are living in the 

area. 

 According to the EPA, sustainable communities should be developed while keeping six livability principles in 

mind. These principles include areas such as transportation, housing, economy, and policies. These guidelines should be 

used as a reference when developing a sustainable community. The six livability principles follow: 

 Transportation ς develop safer, more reliable, and economically feasible transportation choices for residents. 

This will reduce household transportation costs, oil consumption, greenhouse gas emissions, and improve air 

quality and public health. 

 Housing ς develop affordable, energy-efficient housing choices for residents all of ages, incomes, races, and 

ethnicities. This will help reduce the cost of housing. In the United States, buildings account for 36% of total 

energy use, 65% of electricity consumption, 30% of greenhouse gas emissions, 30% of waste generation, and 

12% of potable ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ aŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇrint and impact on the environment.2 

 Economic Competitiveness ς improve the economic competiveness of the area through access to employment 

centers, educational opportunities, services, and other basic needs by workers. Also, increase the business 

access to markets. 

 Existing Communities ς focus on existing communities and use mixed-use development and land recycling 

strategies. This will help spur revitalization, improve the efficiency of public works investments, and protect 

rural land. 

 Federal Policies and Investment ς use federal policies and funding to remove barriers to collaboration and 

leverage funding. Also, increase accountability and effectiveness of the government to plan for future growth. 

 Communities and Neighborhoods ς develop safe, healthy, walkable neighborhoods that preserve the 

characteristics of the area.1 

 

Sources: 

1 ς http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/partnership/. 

2 ς http://www.epa.gov/oaintrnt/projects/. 
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Chapter 1: Sustainability Survey Results 

This section reviews the results of the Sustainability Survey that was conducted in an effort to gain a better 

perspective of what the citizens of the OARC communities understand and what sustainability, green infrastructure, 

energy efficiency, green jobs, and environmental initiatives means to them. The survey was created using an online 

survey program and was distributed to residents at community centers, schools, and through email. It consisted of 50 

questions split into seven different categories. These categories were recycling, trees, energy, energy conservation, 

stormwater management, health, and environmental education. The survey was taken by 138 residents. This outreach 

will help OARC understand the types of sustainable issues in West Oak Lane, the surrounding neighborhoods (zip codes 

19126, 19138, and 19150), and the city and therefore better develop successful strategies that result in real, tangible, 

and productive outcomes. 

 

Section 1 - Recycling  

 

Question 1 - Does your neighborhood offer a recycling 
program? 

Comments: Recycling programs appear to be widely 
available to residents and the residents appear to know 
about these available programs. However, 12% of 
people stated that either their neighborhood does not 
have a recycling program or they are unsure if their 
neighborhood has one. Information about available 
recycling programs can be made available to these 
people through outreach methods such as flyers or by 
getting residents who know about recycling programs 
to tell their neighbors about the available recycling 
programs in their neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Question 2 - Do you regularly recycle the following? 
(please select all that apply) 

Comments: The majority of residents recycle everything 
except for food scraps (only 28 people compost 
compared to 86 who do not compost). Educating the 
public about what composting is, how to do it, and how 
it will benefit them is a good idea. Compost has many 
benefits such as adding nutrients back into the soil, 
conserving water, and reducing the amount of waste 
sent to landfills. Items like newspapers, vegetables, and 
leaves can be composted. Avoid composting items such 
as meat, chicken, milk products, plastic, chemicals, and 
animal/human waste. 
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Question 3 - If you currently DON'T recycle, please 
evaluate how much each explanation below applies to 
you. 

Comments: The main reason ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
they ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ όр 
people picked this). The two other main reasons were 
that their location made it difficult to recycle and it is 
not worth the extra effort. Make recycling easier by 
placing cans in convenient locations such as next to 
regular trash cans. The easier it is to recycle, the more 
likely people are to do it. 

 

 
Question 4 -If you currently don't recycle, what would 
it take for you to start recycling? 

Comments: Answers include putting recycling bins in 
convenient locations and providing the proper 
containers to recycle. Make recycling as easy as possible 
so that more people are willing to do it. 

 

 

 

Question 5 - If you DO currently recycle, why do you 
choose to do so? 

Comments: Answers include the following: 

a. LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿκLΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŦƛƴŜŘΦ 
b. It helps keep the community and earth 

clean. 
c. It saves money. 
d. LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ 

Everyone appears to think that recycling is a good thing 
to do and that it does have multiple benefits. Promote 
the ideas that recycling saves money and helps keep the 
community clean and sustainable. This directly relates 
to the residents and will have the biggest impact. 
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Section 2 - Trees 

 

Question 6 - Does your property include a yard or 
lawn? 

Comments: The data shows that there should be a lot 
of locations for gardens and trees to be planted if the 
land owners are willing to do so. 

 

 

Question 7 - How many trees are there on your 
property? 

Comments: The average was 1.56. The majority of 
answers were 3 or less trees. 

 

 

 

 

Question 8 - Are there any trees on the sidewalk in front 
of your house? If not, would you be interested in planting 
trees in the sidewalk in front of your property? 

Comments: The majority of people (74%) do not have 

trees on the sidewalk in front of their house. The main 
reason that ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ more trees is the 
possibility of the trees damaging the plumbing and 
pipes in the ground. People also do not want to deal 
with the maintenance of the trees (raking leaves and 
pruning).  

Using small, non-invasive, low maintenance trees may 
convince people to plant more trees. These trees will 
remain small and therefore reduce the risk of damage. 
Also, they will not require as much maintenance, which 
will save time and money. 

 

 

Question 9 - If your property could accommodate 
more trees, would you be willing to plant more? 

Comments: Again, the concern is the maintenance and 
damage the trees could create. 
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Question 10 - Would you be willing to plant more trees 
on your property if there was help available to either 
pay for part of the cost of the tree or provide the labor 
to plant the tree? 

Comments: The majority of people said no due to 
concerns of available space, maintenance, and possible 
damage to plumbing. Using small, non-invasive, low 
maintenance trees may convince people to plant more 
trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 11 - Would you be interested in volunteering 
to help plant trees in your neighborhood? 

Comments: It appears the main reason that people said 
no is that they are physically unable to do the work 
(back pain, arthritis, etc.). Having non-physical ways for 
them to volunteer is a good way to still get them 
involved. Some ideas are handing out water to the 
people planting the trees or watering the trees after 
they have been planted. 
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Section 3 - Energy 
 

Question 12 - Which option best describes your home?  

 

 

 

Question 13 - When was your home built? 

Comments: The majority of the homes were built 
before 1969. Older homes will most likely need more 
upgrades compared to newer homes to make them 
energy efficient. Stress the point that old homes need 
improvements to save energy. Upgrades can include 
adding insulation, weather stripping windows and 
doors, upgrading light bulbs to CFLs, and upgrading 
appliances to ENERGY STAR rated ones. 

 

Question 14 - Heating Type 

 

 

Question 15 - How many people, including yourself, 
live in your house? 

Comments: The average response was 2.31. The 
majority of answers were 1 or 2. Smaller size homes will 
most likely use less energy compared to homes with 
more people. 

 

Question 16 - Roughly how much does your ELECTRIC 
bill cost in the following months: 

Comments: July (summer) is a good time period to focus 
on conserving energy and saving the most money 
because more people have higher bills and they will be 
looking for ways to save money. It will be easier to show 
them the potential savings they can get by conserving 
energy. 
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Question 17 - Roughly how much does your HEATING 
bill cost in the following months. 

Comments: Winter is a good time period to focus on 
conserving energy and saving the most money on 
heating because more people have higher bills and they 
will be looking for ways to save money. It will be easier 
to show them the potential savings they can get by 
conserving energy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 18 - How do you cool your home? (check all 
that may apply) 

Comments: Encourage the use of ceiling fans, non-
ceiling fans, and opening windows to help reduce the 
need for a/c units. If a/c units are still needed, educate 
and encourage people to use ENERGY STAR rated 
models. A house using all ENERGY STAR rated models 
can save $200 on cooling costs per year compared to a 
house using older a/c units. 

 

 

Question 19 - At what temperature do you usually set 
your thermostat during the SUMMER months? 

Comments: The average response was 59.23, but this is 
skewed due to people entering 0. Most responses were 
between 65 and 72. Encourage the use of fans and 
opening windows to reduce the need for a/c. Show 
people how much they can save per degree they 
increase the temperature. By simply turning their 
thermostat back 10 to 15 degrees for eight hours; 
people could save between 5% and 15% (approximately 
$180) on their heating and cooling bill for the year. A 
great time to set back the thermostat is during the night 
when people are asleep or during the day when they 
are at work. 

 

Question 20 - At what temperature do you usually set 
your thermostat during the WINTER months? 

Comments: The average response was 70.62. Most 
responses were between 68 and 76. See question 19 for 
recommendations. 
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Section 4 ς Energy Conservation 

 

Question 21 - Have you ever had an energy audit 
performed on your house? If yes, when was it done, and 
did you make any improvements to your home because 
of it? If so, when was it done and did you make any 
improvements on your home because of it? 

Comments: The majority of people have not had an 
energy audit performed on their home. This could be 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
that are available to do this, including free ones for low 
income households. Appendix A has a list of available 
energy audit/weatherization programs and tools. The 
few people who did make improvements on their home 
stated that they made improvements such as new 
windows, caulking, and insulation. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Question 22 - Have you (or a team of professionals) 
ever performed Weatherization upgrades on your 
house? If so, what did you do and when did you do it? 

Comments: Again, the majority of people have not 
done this. Residents may not know about the programs 
available to them to do this. Appendix A has a list of 
energy audit/weatherization programs and tools 
available. The improvements people stated that they 
have done were new windows, caulking, and insulation. 

 

 

Question 23 - How well are your walls, doors, and 
windows sealed against air leaks? 

Comments: Only 30.8% of homes have been 
weatherized. Older homes will most likely need more 
energy upgrades such as insulation compared to newer 
homes. Caulking, weather stripping, and adding 
insulation are some cheap options that can be used to 
improve the energy efficiency of homes. Sealing air 
leaks is one of the most effective ways to make a home 
more energy efficient. 
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House Leaks                 www.energystar.gov 

 

Question 24 - Do you use power strips for any plugged-
in appliances? 

Comments: Appliances and electronics consume energy 
even when they are turned off and not being used. In an 
average home, 75% of electricity used for electronics is 
consumed when the devices are turned off. 

Encourage people to turn off these power strips when 
not using the devices so that they can save even more 
energy. Using smart power strips that automatically 
turn off appliances and electronics when they are not 
being used is a great idea. Having appliances and 
electronics automatically turn off is easier than doing it 
manually and will ensure that they are always turned 
off when they are not being used.  

Source: http://www1.eere.energy.gov/consumer/tips/pdfs/energy_savers.pdf 

 

                  

Question 25 - How often do you turn off lights, water, 
and appliances when you leave a room? 

Comments: Encourage people to always turn off lights, 
water, and appliances when they leave a room. This is a 
free and easy way to save energy. To make it easier, 
encourage people to use motion activated lighting and 
smart power strips so that lights, appliances, and 
electronics turn off automatically. 
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Question 26 - Do you use CFLs (the curly shaped, 
energy-efficient bulbs) instead of the standard 
incandescent bulbs? 

Comments: Encourage people to replace burnt out 
incandescent bulbs with CFLs. CFLs use 75% less energy, 
produce 75% less heat, last 10 times longer, and save 
$40 over their life when compared to incandescent 
bulbs. People need to be aware of the proper way to 
dispose of CFLs. Since CFLs contain mercury, it is 
extremely important to dispose of them properly. The 
EPA has been working with local retailers such as Home 
Depot and Lowes to set up drop off locations for people 
to bring their used CFLs to be recycled. Local recycling 
locations can be found at http://earth911.com/. 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 27 - How many of each of the following do 
you have in your house? 

Comments: Encourage the purchase of ENERGY STAR 
rated models. ENERGY STAR models are more efficient 
and will save money compared to older models. The 
averages for each of the three choices follow: 

a) Refrigerator ς 1.2 

b) Freezer - .081 

c) Plasma/Rear-projection TV ς 1.2 

ENERGY STAR rated refrigerators use 20% less energy 
than non ENERGY STAR models. Replacing a refrigerator 
from the 1980s with an ENERGY STAR rated one can 
save over $100 in energy bills every year. Replacing a 
refrigerator from the 1970s with an ENERGY STAR rated 
one can save over $200 in energy bills every year. To 
determine the amount of savings you can get from 
replacing your refrigerator, you can use the ENERGY 
STAR calculator located at:  

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=refri
g.calculator. 

ENERGY STAR rated freezers use 10% less energy than 
non ENERGY STAR rated models. Replacing a freezer 
purchased before 1993 with an ENERGY STAR rated 
model can save $35 in energy bills every year. Replacing 
a freezer purchased in the 1980s with an ENERGY STAR 
rated one can save $70 in energy bills every year. 

ENERGY STAR rated TVs use approximately 40% less 
energy than non ENERGY STAR rated models. 

 

Sources: 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.showProd
uctGroup&pgw_code=RF. 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.showProd
uctGroup&pgw_code=FRZ. 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.showProd
uctGroup&pgw_code=TV. 

 

 

http://earth911.com/
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=refrig.calculator
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=refrig.calculator
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Section 5 ς Stormwater 
Management 
 

Question 28 - How concerned are you with 
Stormwater Management issues? 

Comments: While 57% of residents are either 
ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΣ орΦт҈ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
enough about this issue. Pamphlets/brochures are a 
good way to inform residents about stormwater 
management issues. Relate the problem to how it 
affects them financially and physically.  

Greater amounts of stormwater runoff increases the 
load on the sewer system and results in higher sewer 
fees to keep up with the cost of expanding and 
maintaining the current system. Stormwater runoff also 
carries pollutants such as fertilizer and car oil into 
streams and rivers and makes them unsafe for human 
use and damages habitats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 29 - Do you have a lawn or a yard on your 
property? If so, roughly how many square feet does it 
cover? 

Comments: aƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ȅŀǊŘǎ are less than 100 
square feet with a couple around 1,000. Larger yards 
help reduce stormwater runoff more than smaller yards 
because there is more area for stormwater to soak into 
the ground. 
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Question 30 - Would it be possible to add grass, trees, 
or a garden to your property (regardless of whether 
you WANT to do so)? 

Comments: More room for grass, trees, or gardens 
means more ways to help reduce stormwater runoff. 
Also, adding plants and gardens to properties will make 
the area more beautiful and increase property values. 

 

 

Question 31 - Do you have a roof garden? 

Comments: Since 96.9% of people do not have a roof 
garden, potted gardens would be a cheaper and easier 
option to pursue. Potted gardens consist of growing 
fruits and vegetables in pots instead of in the ground. 
These pots take up less room, can be moved around, 
and allow people without a lawn to grow plants. Roof 
gardens need analysis to be done to make sure the roof 
can support the extra weight of the garden. This could 
be a highly expensive undertaking. 

 

 

 

 
Rain Barrel            www.epa.gov 

 

Question 32 - Do you currently have a rain barrel on 
your property? 

Comments: No one had more than 1 rain barrel. 
Pamphlets/brochures are a good way to inform 
residents about rain barrels. Also, having a rain barrel as 
an example to show them what they are, what they do, 
how to use them, etc. is a good idea. Rain barrels store 
rain water and help reduce the amount of stormwater 
runoff entering the sewer system, the amount of 
pollutants entering the rivers and streams, and provide 
free water to the owner. 
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Question 33 - If you DON'T have a rain barrel, which 
answer below best describes you: 

Comments: People stated that ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
where to put a rain barrel and they were unsure if they 
would actually use it. Inform people about the uses of a 
rain barrel and the benefits of having one. Collecting 
rain water is free and ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ cost anything to use. Also, 
preventing the stormwater from entering the sewer 
system will reduce sewer bills and help protect water 
bodies from becoming polluted and unusable. 

 

 

Question 34 - Would you like to learn more about one 
or several of the following topics: Rain Barrels, 
Stormwater Management, Green Landscaping? 

Comments: Overall, people seem eager to learn about 
sustainability issues, especially rain barrels. 

 

 
Green Landscaping                 www.epa.gov 

 

 
Stormwater Drain             www.epa.gov 
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Section 6 ς Health 

 

Question 35 - Over the course of a typical week, HOW 
MANY TIMES do you do the following in order to reach 
your destination? 

Comments: It appears that no one really rides bikes. 
Most people drive or get driven in cars. Since cars seem 
to be the most common form of transportation, 
encourage car pooling and ride sharing programs such 
as zipcar and PhillyCarShare. Car pooling can reduce a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ƛƴ ƘŀƭŦΦ 

 

Question 36 - In a typical week, how many times will 
you take public transit (bus, trolley, subway, regional 
rail) to your destination? 

Comments: The average response was 2.13. Most 
answers were 0, but a few were either 5 or 10. Using 
public transit will help reduce traffic congestion and 
greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality. The 
average person in Philadelphia can save $11,215 every 
year by getting rid of their vehicle and using public 
transportation. 

Source: 
http://www.apta.com/mediacenter/pressreleases/2010/Pages/100811_TSRA
ugust.aspx 

 
Question 37 - If you work outside of your home, how 
far, in miles, is your place of work from your home? If 
you don't work outside of your home, leave blank. 

Comments: The average response was 10.37. Most 
were 15 or fewer miles. 

Question 38 - If you work outside of your home, what 
mode of transportation do you take to get there? 
Select all that apply: 

Comments: Encourage the use of public transportation 
by showing residents the personal and environmental 
benefits. Public transit will reduce the amount of traffic 
on roads and emissions released into the air. Encourage 
the use of carpooling or ride sharing programs such as 
zipcar and PhillyCarShare. 
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Question 39 - Please select the answer that best 
describes your exercise habits: Please describe what 
kind of exercise you do. 

Comments: The most common form of exercise seems 
to be walking. Inform people about or create 
walking/biking groups so that people can exercise 
together. It will be safer, more enjoyable, and build a 
sense of community if people walk/bike in groups. 
People may be more willing to exercise if their friends 
and family do it with them. 

 

 

Question 40 - Over the course of a typical week, how 
many times do you do the following: 

Comments: Everyone seems to have a good balance of 
food. When people do eat out at a restaurant, 
encourage them to choose restaurants that use organic 
or locally grown food and choose healthy meals. A 
website like http://www.localharvest.org/restaurants/ 
is a great way to find restaurants like that. 

 

Question 41 - Do you have easy, regular access to fresh 
fruits, vegetables, and produce? If yes, how do you get 
it? 

Comments: The common places mentioned to get fresh 
fruits, vegetables, and produce were the grocery store 
and farmers market. These are good places to hand out 
information about eating healthy. 

 

 

Question 42 - If you do NOT have easy, regular access 
to fresh fruits, vegetables, and produce, how far out of 
your way do you have to travel to get it? 

Comments: The farthest someone travels to get fresh 
produce is 10 miles. Community gardens are a good way 
to bring fresh fruits and vegetables closer to residents. 
Community gardens are also a great way to get 
residents outside and exercising. 

 

 

 

http://www.localharvest.org/restaurants/
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Question 43 - Please rate each of the following 
statements regarding organic and locally grown foods. 

Comments: Most people seem to care that their food is 
organic. Most people also seem to care that their food 
is locally grown. Price appears to play a role in their 
choice of food. Create community gardens where 
people can come and grow their own food. Also, 
encourage people to grow home gardens. This would be 
cheaper for them and satisfy their desire for organic 
and locally grown foods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 44 - Would you like to learn more about one 
or several of the following topics: Eating Healthy, 
Nutritional Value of Food, Growing your own Fruits 
and Vegetables, Organic Foods. 
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Section 7 ς Environmental 
Education 
 

Question 45 - Are there school-age children in your 
house? 

 

 

Question 46 - Enter the age of (up to six of) the school-
age children in the house. 

Comments: The average response was 9.81 years old. 
The largest number of children in a house was 3. The 
ages had a wide range from toddler to teenager. If 
educational material is created to teach children about 
environmental issues, it will need to have a wide range 
of information to reach all the different ages of 
children. 

 

 

 

 

Question 47 - In school, do the children ever discuss 
environmental issues? 

Comments: Issues include global warming, pollution, 
recycling, and stormwater. Working with schools to 
develop educational material and clubs/programs is a 
good idea. Environmental service learning projects 
where students can get hands on experience with 
environmental issues is also a good option and will also 
benefit the community. 

 

 

Question 48 - At home, do the children ever discuss 
environmental issues? 

Comments: The issues discussed include recycling, 
global warming, and energy conservation. Give parents 
ideas on what topics would be good to talk about such 
as recycling, energy conservation, and water.  

Parents could explain to their children why we recycle, 
how it helps, and how to recycle. Another topic is 
teaching children to turn off lights when they are not 
using them. For water, parents could explain why 
conserving water is important and teach their children 
ways to conserve water such as turning off the faucet 
when they are brushing their teeth. 
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Question 49 - Are there any school-based clubs or 
programs dedicated to environmental issues and 
topics, such as recycling, energy conservation, ecology, 
etc? 

Comments: Work with schools to inform students and 
parents about any currently available programs and 
create even more programs, clubs, activities, and 
service learning projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 50 - Would you or others in your house be 
interested in learning more about environmental 
issues such as recycling, alternative energy, energy 
conservation, and ecology? If yes, please describe in 
detail. 

Comments: Some areas of interest were ecology, 
alternative energy (solar power especially), and energy 
conservation. 
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Table of Savings 

Area of Sustainability Suggestion Potential Household Savings Potential Block Savings Potential Northwest Communities Savings 

Stormwater Management Install a Rain Barrel $5 and 1,300 gallons of water during peak 
summer months 

$260 and 65,000 gallons of water during peak 
summer months 

$145,000 and 36.5 million gallons of water during peak 
summer months 

Waste Management Use a Compost Bin 1,200 lbs of waste per year $1,900 in city disposal fees and 30 tons of 
waste per year 

$1.1 million in city disposal fees and 16,600 tons of 
waste per year 

Waste Management Recycle 1,900 lbs of waste per year $3,100 in city disposal fees and 48 tons of 
waste per year 

$1.8 million in city disposal fees and 27,000 tons of 
waste per year 

Waste Management Use RecycleBank Up to $540 (5,400 points) per year $27,000 (270,000 points) per year $15.1 million (151 million points) per year 
Waste Management Use Rechargeable Batteries $11 and 22 batteries per year $540 and 1,080 batteries per year $302,500 and 605,000 batteries per year 
Energy Conservation Install CFLs $40 and 470 kWh per year (5 CFLs per 

household) 
$2,000 and 23,500 kWh (5 CFLs per household) $1.1 million and 13.1 million kWh (5 CFLs per 

household) 
Energy Conservation Use Thermostat Setbacks $180 per year $9,000 per year $5 million per year 
Energy Conservation Use Smart Strip Power Strips $240 per year (1 per household) $12,000 per year (1 per household) $6.7 million per year (1 per household) 
Energy Conservation Use ENERGY STAR Air Conditioner 

Units 
$12 per year (2 per household) $600 per year (1 per household) $336,000 per year (2 per household) 

Energy Conservation Seal Air Leaks and Add Insulation $220 per year $11,000 per year $6.2 million per year 
Energy Conservation Turn Down the Water Heater 

Temperature and Insulate Tank and 
Water Pipes 

$160 and 1,000 kWh per year $8,100 and 50,500 kWh per year $4.5 million and 28.3 million kWh per year 

Energy Conservation Seal Ducts $140 per year $7,000 per year $3.9 million per year 
Water Conservation Use WaterSense Faucets or Aerators $13 and 3,200 gallons of water per year $640 and 161,000 gallons of water per year $360,000 and 90 million gallons of water per year 
Water Conservation Use WaterSense Showerheads 2,300 gallons of water, $57, and 300 kWh per 

year 
115,000 gallons of water, $2,900, and 15,000 
kWh per year 

64.4 million gallons of water, $1.6 million, and 8.4 
million kWh per year 

Transportation Car Sharing $6,000 per year, 1 personal vehicle off the 
road, and 219 gallons of oil per year 

$84,000, 14 personal vehicles off the road, and 
3,000 gallons of oil per year (10% car share 
users) 

$45.4 million, 3,000 personal vehicles off the road, and 
1.6 million gallons of oil per year (10% car share users) 

Transportation Carpool $2,700, 500 gallons of oil, and 1 personal 
vehicle off the road per year 

$73,000, 13,500 gallons of oil, and 27 personal 
vehicles off the road per year (20% carpoolers) 

$40.8 million, 7.5 million gallons of oil, and 15,000 
personal vehicles off the road per year (20% carpoolers) 

Transportation Use Only Public Transportation $11,215 per year (50% users) $762,620 per year (50% users) $424 million per year (50% users) 
Green Building Technologies Quanta Low-e Panel $200 per year $10,000 per year $5.6 million per year 
Green Building Technologies ARE Solar Panels $1,300 per year $65,000 per year $32.6 million per year 

 

Amount of Annual Savings (Not including Transportation and 
Solar Panels): 

$1,818 $96,040 $116.2 million 

Additional Annual Savings from Car Sharing: $6,000  $84,000 $45.4 million 

Additional Annual Savings from Carpooling: $2,700 $73,000 $40.8 million 

Additional Annual Savings from Public Transportation: $11,215 $762,620 $424 million 

Additional Annual Savings from Solar Panels: $1,300 $65,000 $32.6 million 

Breakdown of Savings: 
 

6,800 gallons of water 341,000 gallons of water 190.9 million gallons of water 
1,200 lbs of compost waste 30 tons of compost waste 16,600 tons of compost waste 
1,900 lbs of recycled waste 48 tons of recycled waste 27,000 tons of recycled waste 
1,770 kWh 89,000 kWh 49.8 million kWh 
1 vehicle off the road and 219 gallons of 
oil (car sharing) 

14 vehicles off the road and 3,000 gallons 
of oil (car sharing) 

3,000 vehicles off the road and 1.6 million 
gallons of oil (car sharing) 

1 vehicle off the road and 500 gallons of 
oil (carpooling) 

27 vehicles off the road and 13,500 
gallons of oil (carpooling) 

15,000 vehicles off the road and 7.5 million 
gallons of oil (carpooling) 

22 batteries 1,080 batteries 605,000 batteries 
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Chapter 2 ς Focus Group 

 

There is no single template of a sustainable community -- cities, towns, and neighborhoods nationwide have 
individual economic and environmental features and social needs. OARC has begun to address these specific needs and 
characteristics simultaneously to create a balance between growth and development and create true sustainable 
communities. OARC conducted a focus group where community residents were invited to participate and jointly come 
up with ideas, solutions, and strategies. The focus group was designed to expand upon the sustainability survey and get 
deeper input from residents. Eleven residents attended the focus group and were split into four predetermined groups, 
each with a facilitator leading the discussion. Each person was asked to fill out a questionnaire individually. The groups 
then discussed their thoughts on the questions and developed a list of suggestions, ideas, and answers for each 
question. One person from each group then presented their ideas to all the other groups. 

OARC believes that based on sustainable development principles; economic, social, and environmental goals can be 
achieved simultaneously if systems, policies, and procedures are designed to work interdependently. Understanding the 
needs of the community is one of the top goals of OARC.  Therefore the organization is taking the leadership in providing 
the best information, tools and resources to move toward sustainability and provide its communities and their leaders 
with: 

 A step-by-step process, including outreach initiatives, workshops and training sessions, identifying what 
sustainability means for local communities; 

 A network of partners made up of local government peers,  businesses and organizations; 

 Models, tools and assistance to support the building of sustainable livable communities 

 

  


