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Major phase of $20 million NW Gateway project gets under way
ShopRite to break ground for superstore expansion; redevelopment of nuisance property to start 

PHILADELPHIA – Brown’s ShopRite will put spades in the ground on Monday, Nov. 1st to kick off an $11 million remodeling and expansion of its Cheltenham supermarket – the first major phase of a $20 million redevelopment initiative to transform the upper section of Ogontz Avenue into Philadelphia’s “Gateway to the Northwest.”
The groundbreaking will mark the start of a year-long redevelopment project that will turn a shuttered nuisance bar into a 9,200-square-foot office/retail space, redesign a major SEPTA bus loop to improve traffic flow and create a public parking lot to serve the commercial district.
Brown’s ShopRite of Cheltenham will become a state-of-the-art superstore with 10,000 square feet of space added to its existing 65,000-sqaure-foot building. The project, expected to be completed in late 2011, will create 40 new jobs at the supermarket. 
 “These initiatives promise to create an extraordinarily vibrant entryway to the city’s Northwest section,” said Jack Kitchen, President and CEO of OARC, which has spearheaded the redevelopment effort. “The project will go a long way in raising the profile of the city’s Northwest section as a desirable place to live, work and play.”
By mid-November, construction work will get under way in the 2500 block of Cheltenham Avenue to renovate the Club Jaguar building and demolish the Cash Today check-cashing store. The project is expected to take nine to 12 months. In addition, SEPTA has begun preliminary work to redirect traffic patterns at its bus loop at Cheltenham and Ogontz Avenues, which serves six routes that run to the Broad Street subway line at Broad and Olney and into Montgomery County. More than 3,400 pedestrians embark and debark daily from bus service at the loop.
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OARC has already begun work on creating a new Ogontz Avenue streetscape as part of the $5 million office building project. The streetscape includes pedestrian lighting, new signage, ADA-compliant curb ramps, Dura-Therm crosswalk applications and brick pavers. 
	SEPTA’s work on the bus loop will  include the reversal of bus routing and a mid-block traffic signal on Ogontz Avenue to improve bus entry and egress from the Loop and pedestrian safety in the crosswalks, and designated lanes for each route to reduce driver and passenger confusion. Also planned are new passenger shelters, sawtooth islands, stormwater management and signage. Construction will be completed by June 2011.
	All three projects will bring 400 new and temporary jobs to the city’s Northwest section.
###
OARC, the Ogontz Avenue Revitalization Corp., is a non-profit, 501(C)(3) community development corporation founded in 1983 whose primary mission is to stimulate economic development and enhance the quality of community life throughout Northwest Philadelphia.
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