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OARC Unveils Results of Neighborhood Sustainability Survey
 at Conference
Report reveals sustainable practices could save Northwest Philadelphia residents $116 million

PHILADELPHIA – In its effort to help guide the Northwest Philadelphia community on the path to a sustainable future, the Ogontz Avenue Revitalization Corporation (OARC), presented “Sustainable Living in Northwest Philadelphia: An Action Plan to Save Millions” at the Philadelphia Center for Arts and Technology on Wednesday, February 16, 2011. OARC unveiled the results of a Northwest Philadelphia survey on “green” practices and make recommendations for local communities to adopt to help build a more sustainable neighborhood. As part of OARC’s community outreach initiative the study was developed to inform residents about the greening of their community, provide conservation and efficiency tools and gather their input and support. 
“In order to develop and implement programming that will help neighborhoods in Northwest Philadelphia become more ‘green’ we needed to first survey the residents and find out what sustainable actions they were taking, and what areas required more education and outreach,” said John Ungar, Senior Director of Sustainability and Education for OARC. “The survey and focus groups provide us with a snapshot of the Northwest community as well as baseline data we can use as a means of comparison after we have implemented our programs for a few years. The results will help guide OARC as we determine what programs and projects will have the greatest impact for our community.  OARC realizes that it is critical to take actions that will reduce the demand on our region’s infrastructure.  Our infrastructure needs significant investment to meet the growing demands of the population, but until the funding is available to make those investments, we must find ways to reduce our consumption of resources. ”
Dozens of community members attended including residents who participated in the survey and focus groups which took place during fall 2010. Also in attendance was Philadelphia City Councilman-at-Large Bill Green (D) as well as funders and local community agencies involved in greening the region. 
OARC worked closely with the Ecolibrium Group, a Philadelphia-based strategic sustainability consulting firm, to develop an extensive survey regarding people’s awareness of several topics, ranging from recycling, energy efficiency, composting, stormwater management and healthy lifestyles. During the fall of 2010, over a three-month period, 138 residents participated in an online survey as well as live focus group meetings. 
“This study has helped us understand the types of sustainable issues in the West Oak Lane and surrounding Northwest neighborhoods, therefore creating an actionable plan that can easily be implemented in order to save millions of dollars,” said Natalia Olson-Urtecho, President of Ecolibrium Group.  “Sustainable communities can reduce air and water pollution, save energy and save a considerable amount of money per year by just taking simple action steps.”  
Sustainable communities allow people to live closer to jobs and save money on personal transportation, usually the second largest household expense and sometimes the largest for low-income Americans. Neighborhoods that make it easy to walk or bike to work, school, stores, parks, and other destinations help people stay healthy by incorporating regular exercise into their daily routines.
Following the conference OARC will host a variety of workshops over the course of the year on the subjects that were of the greatest interest to people and where they needed more knowledge. OARC will also actively publicize its recommendations throughout the community to encourage people to take action and save money. For example, the study recommends using an Energy Star air conditioner unit per household which would result in a community-wide savings of $336,000 per year. Another recommendation is water conservation. Using WaterSense faucets or aerators would potentially save Northwest communities $360,000 and 90 million gallons of water per year.
“We hope that the conference will be a jumping off point for discussion among the partners in attendance to find ways to work together to implement more sustainable practices in the Northwest,” said Ungar. “Our goal is for Northwest Philadelphia to become a sustainable community where residents can raise their families, operate a business, educate their children, spend their leisure time, and enjoy arts and cultural activities.”
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***TO REQUEST AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF THE SURVEY AND FINAL REPORT, PLEASE CONTACT DIANA TORRALVO AT (215) 893-4287 OR dtorralvo@bellevuepr.com. 

OARC, the Ogontz Avenue Revitalization Corp., is a non-profit, 501(C)(3) community development corporation founded in 1983 whose primary mission is to stimulate economic development and enhance the quality of community life throughout Northwest Philadelphia.
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